
Tributes to Prof. Michael R. Smith from students 

 
We, the students fortunate enough to have learned from Dr. Michael Smith, will always 
cherish the time spent in his classroom. Though his scholarly achievements are renowned, 
it was his ability to make complex ideas accessible, often with a touch of humor, that left a 
lasting impression on us all. 
 
Ever the positivist, Dr. Smith appreciated the rigor of empirical research, but he also valued 
thoughtful questioning and curiosity. He encouraged us to challenge assumptions and 
approach problems with both precision and creativity, always pushing us to go beyond the 
data and consider the broader implications of our findings. 
 
Though Dr. Smith primarily taught undergraduates, he was present at every event that 
sought to develop graduate students, whether acting as a discussant or simply 
participating. All one had to do was ask him, and he would come. His advice was always 
though






