
Poli 680 Syllabus Winter 2021 

Social Change in Advanced Industrialized Democracies: Political Culture, Political Attitudes and Political 
Participation in Comparative Perspective 

Prof. Dietlind Stolle 
E-Mail: Dietlind.Stolle@mcgill.ca (with header Poli 680) 

Original Course Hours: Tuesdays at 11.35am (see more below) 
Office Hours: after the course or by appointment per email 

 
Synopsis of the course content: In recent years an exciting, diverse, and rapidly growing body of research has 
suggested that the norms and networks of civil society have powerful practical consequences in many disparate 

mailto:Dietlind.Stolle@mcgill.ca


There are two different tracks in this seminar. The first track entails the writing of a research proposal and 





 
Final Paper (Track 1) 
Unless in track 2, you are also required to write (ideally co-author) a longer research paper on a topic of your 
choice related to the course content. Again, you are encouraged to collaborate on research papers, as 
collaborations present important academic and work-related skills. The purpose of the research paper is to 





 
Contact: Unless otherwise announced, I will hold office hours on Tuesdays after class or by appointment on 
zoom.  
 
Readings: Readings are online on MyCourses. Please try to buy Putnam 1993 as we read several chapters.  
Robert Putnam. (1993). Making Democracy Work. Princeton University Press. 
http://www.netLibrary.com/urlapi.asp?action=summary&v=1&bookid=79069  
 

Special needs: If you have special requirements due to a diagnosed learning or physical disability, please let me 
know ASAP. We can accommodate your needs better if they are made explicit from the outset.  
Integrity: McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning 

http://www.netlibrary.com/urlapi.asp?action=summary&v=1&bookid=79069
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/


Copyright 
© Instructor-generated course materials (e.g. notes, summaries, exam questions) are protected by law and 
may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit permission of the instructor.  
Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the University under the Code of Student 
Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 
Indigenous Land Statement: 
McGill University is on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst Indigenous 
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Short Course Outline 

 



http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11135-019-00943-0
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3792292
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/news/Blogs/makingwaves/how-does-social-change-happen/blog/55691/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/08/opinion/after-being-raped-i-was-wounded-my-honor-wasnt.html
https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/147.pdf
https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/147.pdf
https://www.fulcrumorg.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/epubs/zw12z543s?locale=en#/6/844[xhtml00000422]!/4/1:0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-019-0769-1
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Carrie%20Rosefsky%20Wickham&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/government-and-opposition/article/rethinking-the-origins-of-civic-culture-and-why-it-matters-for-the-study-of-the-arab-world-the-government-and-oppositionleonard-schapiro-lecture-2018/2A3A3C715A0ADC47063E8BD932A2A6BB
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/government-and-opposition/article/rethinking-the-origins-of-civic-culture-and-why-it-matters-for-the-study-of-the-arab-world-the-government-and-oppositionleonard-schapiro-lecture-2018/2A3A3C715A0ADC47063E8BD932A2A6BB
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/government-and-opposition/article/rethinking-the-origins-of-civic-culture-and-why-it-matters-for-the-study-of-the-arab-world-the-government-and-oppositionleonard-schapiro-lecture-2018/2A3A3C715A0ADC47063E8BD932A2A6BB
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/206403.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3A6b7c51fc2d937db0f45117dcd148b647


http://www.jstor.org/stable/2082892
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2082892
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/263/supp/C
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/263/supp/C
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=RfEmB-FxhuUC&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=Sabetti+Democracy,+Social+Capital+and+Unity+of+Law:+Some+Lessons+from+Italy+about+Interpreting+Social+Experiments&ots=r-BWm1uNmU&sig=FNM6xkl_WbQ2UcQCqA1NvYPGuOE
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.96.3792&rep=rep1&type=pdf
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-->Hardin, R. 1993. “The Street-Level Epistemology of Trust,” in Politics and Society, 21 pp.505-529. 
http://pas.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/21/4/505  
-->Stolle, D. 2001. “Getting to Trust,” in Dekker, P and Uslaner, E. M. 2001. Social Capital and Participation in Everyday Life. N.Y.: 
Routledge. pp. 118-133 http://www.myilibrary.com?id=5583  
--> Barbara Arneil. 2010. “

http://pas.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/21/4/505
http://www.myilibrary.com/?id=5583
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=7787139
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0032329296024001005
http://fty.sagepub.com/content/6/2/195.short
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2776392
https://www.sas.upenn.edu/polisci/sites/www.sas.upenn.edu.polisci/files/mutz%20ajps%202002.pdf
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https://doi.org/10.1111/pops.12478
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1177%2F1461444818817548
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1qlylublosas4h3/Entertaining%20Beliefs%20in%20Economic%20Mobility_Kim.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1qlylublosas4h3/Entertaining%20Beliefs%20in%20Economic%20Mobility_Kim.pdf?dl=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/22/upshot/how-social-isolation-is-killing-us.html
http://www.edelman.com/p/6-a-m/brexit-and-trust/
http://ow.ly/JzOw
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1111/ajps.12436
https://doi.org/10.1086/689972
https://doi.org/10.1111/pops.12337
https://doi.org/10.1111/pops.12374
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11109-014-9284-2
https://doi.org/10.1080/10584609.2014.882462
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1080/10584609.2019.1619638
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1080/21670811.2019.1623701
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1080/21670811.2019.1623701
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1146/annurev-economics-081919-050239
https://dagliano.unimi.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CovidEconomics17.pdf#page=78
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3) What are the common methods to measure social networks? How could we improve them?  
4) Which phenomena can social networks help explain best? What are the limitations of this approach?  
5) How would you design a study on the consequences of social networks for political outcomes? (some 

thoughts about research design here). What are some of the common methodological pitfalls when 
examining the effects of social networks?  
 

Week 6--Feb 16: Trends in Political Values and Political Participation  
→Inglehart, Ronald F. 2017. “Changing Values in the Islamic World and the West: Social Tolerance and the 
Arab Spring,” in Values, Political Action, and Change in the Middle East and the Arab Spring, edited by 
Mansoor Moaddel and Michele J. Gelfand. https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/968212129 
 
→Stolle, Dietlind and Michele Micheletti. 

https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/968212129
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1755773919000377
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Vanessa%20Williamson%20&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Kris-Stella%20Trump%20&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Katherine%20Levine%20Einstein%20&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/black-lives-matter-evidence-that-policecaused-deaths-predict-protest-activity/BFA2E74F4BCB25C3C222807E8B1
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/black-lives-matter-evidence-that-policecaused-deaths-predict-protest-activity/BFA2E74F4BCB25C3C222807E8B1
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-4446.12309


http://www.democraticaudit.com/2016/04/12/dont-knock-clickivism-it-represents-the-political-participation-aspirations-of-the-modern-citizen-2/
http://www.democraticaudit.com/2016/04/12/dont-knock-clickivism-it-represents-the-political-participation-aspirations-of-the-modern-citizen-2/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/10/04/small-change-malcolm-gladwell
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/3f72v9q4
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/poi3.212
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/doi/pdf/10.1177/1354068813519969
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/doi/pdf/10.1177/1354068813519969
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402380701834747
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10584609.2016.1201558?needAccess=true
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/author/Q3dSTm9abytJRmFSdHFwc0ZhZ24zYlpjRmQ2ZmVwM2wxSy9JS09UdWFTQT0=
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402382.2014.929341
http://works.bepress.com/cas_mudde/47/
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/oso/public/content/politicalscience/0195150899/toc.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0032329201029002003
http://apr.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/04/28/1532673X14531071.full.pdf+html
http://ppq.sagepub.com/content/17/1/21.short


 

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=265433&fileId=S0007123405000074
http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S0007123400210223
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-101518-042843
https://doi.org/10.1515/for-2019-0025
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If you can, please choose one of the below:  
→Interesting measures/psych correlates: Elchardus, Mark & Spruyt, Bram. (2016). “Populism, Persistent 
Republicanism and Declinism: An Empirical Analysis of Populism as Thin Ideology,” Government and 
Oppositions, Vol. 51, No. 1: 111-133  
 
→ Anti-elite: Merkley, E. (2020). Anti-intellectualism, populism, and motivated resistance to expert 
consensus. Public Opinion Quarterly, 84(1), 24-48. DOI: https://doi-
org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1093/poq/nfz053 
 

https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1093/poq/nfz053
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1093/poq/nfz053
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/698663?casa_token=nukrkcGir24AAAAA%3AH28jlngZu5aT_Dsc53qixcfMzlgsNu6kZMStLaAIHVvI8EPH12DMvaP8Op5QN8f4AAt9DBkOkQXRPw
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/698663?casa_token=nukrkcGir24AAAAA%3AH28jlngZu5aT_Dsc53qixcfMzlgsNu6kZMStLaAIHVvI8EPH12DMvaP8Op5QN8f4AAt9DBkOkQXRPw
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/698663
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1177%2F0010414020938081
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1080/17441692.2020.1807581
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1080/17441692.2020.1807581
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1177%2F1354068817741287
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/705378
https://doi.org/10.1111/nana.12480
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/nana.12480
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1111/nana.12522
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17457289.2019.1582532
https://www.socialeurope.eu/politics-pessimism-and-populism
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-->Lucian Gideon Conway III et al. 2017. “

https://hiddentribes.us/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/12/02/this-extremely-scary-chart-about-the-future-of-democracy-is-pretty-misleading/?tid=a_inl&utm_term=.f8ea68d7f572
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/12/02/this-extremely-scary-chart-about-the-future-of-democracy-is-pretty-misleading/?tid=a_inl&utm_term=.f8ea68d7f572
http://muse.jhu.edu.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/article/623603/pdf
https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/sites/default/files/04_28.3_Berman%20%28web%29.pdf
http://www.vox.com/2016/3/1/11127424/trump-authoritarianism
http://www.vox.com/2016/3/1/11127424/trump-authoritarianism
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ijkb0759dumf5ah/nov16-election-slides.pdf?dl=0
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/12/21/16-striking-findings-from-2016/
http://www.prri.org/spotlight/2016-prri-findings-will-shape-politics-2017/
http://www.politicalsciencenow.com/breaking-news-rage-against-the-machine-populist-politics-in-the-u-s-europe-and-latin-america/
http://www.politicalsciencenow.com/breaking-news-rage-against-the-machine-populist-politics-in-the-u-s-europe-and-latin-america/
https://newrepublic.com/article/138910/left-now-strangers-land


https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1177/0191453719872314
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/democratic-decline-in-the-united-states-what-can-we-learn-from-middleincome-backsliding/1D9804407AAD81287AA0CA620BABDEA6
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/democratic-decline-in-the-united-states-what-can-we-learn-from-middleincome-backsliding/1D9804407AAD81287AA0CA620BABDEA6
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/democratic-decline-in-the-united-states-what-can-we-learn-from-middleincome-backsliding/1D9804407AAD81287AA0CA620BABDEA6
https://ces.fas.harvard.edu/uploads/art/Working-Paper-PDF-Democratic-Deconsolidation-in-Developed-Democracies-1995-2018.pdf
https://ces.fas.harvard.edu/uploads/art/Working-Paper-PDF-Democratic-Deconsolidation-in-Developed-Democracies-1995-2018.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/fdem20/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0010414019897689?casa_token=XK0VyUDSUiUAAAAA%3Amt4Ccv23exXJigZAkZKpLsHeLAfwNa6zEpdSlsUmPI_JBuo2gDHGh6YzLqJ75ecUlN_dxBiKNFTk
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Lorch%2C+Jasmin
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13510347.2020.1842360
https://www.carloalberto.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/no.602.pdf
https://www.carloalberto.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/no.602.pdf
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Recommended readings 
→Policy Brief: Collin, K. (2019). Populist and authoritarian referendums: The role of direct democracy in democratic deconsolidation. 
Brookings Institution Policy Brief.  

https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1177%2F1478929919864785
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1177%2F2053168018814332
http://dx.doi.org/10.17645/pag.v8i4.3420
https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2018.1542430
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/fses20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/fses20/23/2
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1368431017754057
http://www.pnas.org/content/110/52/20959.full.pdf


https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ajps.12118
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0003055408080209
http://www.pnas.org/content/110/52/20959.full.pdf
http://ann.sagepub.com/search?author1=Lauren+C.+Porter&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://ann.sagepub.com/search?author1=Megan+Comfort&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1908369116
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Week 12--March 30: The Role of Political and Social Institutions  
  

 

http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cjms20?open=40#vol_40
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjms20/40/4
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13510347.2016.1220940
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1177%2F0959680119844926
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25054008
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v013/13.1howard.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/723666
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.1093/sf/soy083
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14616690500491399
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/action/doSearch?target=default&ContribAuthorStored=Vr%C3%A1bl%C3%ADkov%C3%A1%2C+Kate%C5%99ina
http://www.annualreviews.org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/doi/pdf/10.1146/annurev-polisci-072012-174350


http://esr.oxfordjournals.org/search?author1=Kim+Mannemar+S%C3%B8nderskov&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://esr.oxfordjournals.org/search?author1=Peter+Thisted+Dinesen&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14616690500491399
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/cuny/cp/2011/00000043/00000003/art00002
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/quebec-government-wants-to-ban-camouflage-pants-for-police-1.3246957
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/quebec-government-wants-to-ban-camouflage-pants-for-police-1.3246957
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9477.2007.00176.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9477.2007.00176.x
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/volume/7D9DCE971BD44F04D27A486C253F83AA
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/issue/99608EEB3F3BEF9A3DB7C3A4E48DC790
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055416000770
https://www.thirteen.org/programs/nova/the-violence-paradox-gl0tal/


                                        23 

  

 
→Tyler T. Reny &Matt A. Barreto. 2020. Xenophobia in the time of pandemic: othering, anti-Asian attitudes, 
and COVID-19, Politics, Groups and Identities. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Reny%2C+Tyler+T
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Barreto%2C+Matt+A
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2011.00515.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2011.00515.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1368430220981417
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1368430220981417
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1368430220981417
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1368430220981417
https://doi.org/10.1177/1368430220981417
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Wang%2C+Simeng
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Chen%2C+Xiabing
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Li%2C+Yong
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Luu%2C+Chlo%C3%A9
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Yan%2C+Ran
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Madrisotti%2C+Francesco
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Haderup+Larsen%2C+Mikkel
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1367549418823068
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Kassra%20A.R.%20Oskooii%20&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/abs/perceived-discrimination-and-political-behavior/51F4045DB0690260ECA2A8F6DC6B51D7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/abs/perceived-discrimination-and-political-behavior/51F4045DB0690260ECA2A8F6DC6B51D7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/perceived-discrimination-and-political-behavior/51F4045DB0690260ECA2A8F6DC6B51D7#authors-details
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/perceived-discrimination-and-political-behavior/51F4045DB0690260ECA2A8F6DC6B51D7#authors-details
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=P%C3%A9rez%2C+Efr%C3%A9n+O
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ajps.12131
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379417300914?casa_token=pmdk3N0YlTMAAAAA:sDJq7SzcpoaP_u5lU16qpp81fn4tkdWG-DlU7EzcJwZ5frFlJt_9U5v95kVPRlBmHw69NGOsiKfc#!
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379417300914?casa_token=pmdk3N0YlTMAAAAA:sDJq7SzcpoaP_u5lU16qpp81fn4tkdWG-DlU7EzcJwZ5frFlJt_9U5v95kVPRlBmHw69NGOsiKfc#!
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02613794/49/supp/C
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=au%3DSimonovits%20G&databaseList=638,283
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=au%3DKezdi%20G&databaseList=638,283
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=au%3DKardos%20P&databaseList=638,283
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Amanda%20Lea%20Robinson%20&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/ethnic-diversity-segregation-and-ethnocentric-trust-in-africa/6F441B178BFF3EDB85297E0108E0B360
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/ethnic-diversity-segregation-and-ethnocentric-trust-in-africa/6F441B178BFF3EDB85297E0108E0B360
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-->Schaeffer, Merlin. 2013. The Fragility of Social Cohesion in Ethnically Diverse Societies,” in Ethnic Diversity and Social Cohesion: 
Immigration, Ethnic Fractionalization and Potentials for Civic Action, Ashgate 
-->Savelkoul, M., Gesthuizen, M. and Scheepers, P. (2011) “Explaining relationships between ethnic diversity and informal social 
capital across European countries and regions: Tests of constrict, conflict and contact theory” Social Science Research 40, no. 4, pp. 
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