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Syllabus	
PLAI	500,	Research	Seminar			
Uncovering	Secrets:	A	Detective's	Toolkit	to	Discovering	Montreal	
	
Professors	Nathalie	Cooke	and	Deena	Yanofsky	
Office	hours:		 	

Nathalie	Cooke,	T	2-3pm,	Humanities	and	Social	Sciences	Library.	T:	514-398-1751	
	 Deena	Yanofsky,	R	2-3pm,	Humanities	and	Social	Sciences	Library.	T:	514-398-1087	
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Learning	Outcomes	
	
During	the	course,	and	with	a	particular	focus	on	Montreal,	students	will:		
	

- Identify	forms	and	functions	of	community	identity	building	
- Identify	vehicles	through	which	a	community’s	historical	past	is	produced	and	

managed	
- Engage	with	specific	research	methodologies	to	explore	cultural	artifacts,	archival	

material	and	rare	collections	relating	to	a	particular	locale	
- Understand	how	information	systems	(i.e.,	collections	of	recorded	information)	are	

organized	in	order	to	negotiate	and	construct	meaning	
- Develop	advanced	information	and	technology	skills	to	conduct	and	share	research	

using	digital	tools	and	resources,	with	a	particular	focus	on	different	visualization	
tools,	including	hands-on	instruction	

	
Course	Outline	
	
Unit	One	will	focus	on	research	methodologies,	digital	tools	and	resources	available	for	
investigation.	This	course	will	begin	with	a	general	introduction	to	Montreal,	to	what	is	
revealed	in	the	multiple	narratives	that	contribute	to	the	city’s	cultural	imaginary,	and	to	
available	sources	of	information	about	Montreal	(including	historical	maps,	photos,	data)	
and	digital	mapping	tools.	In	the	second	week,	we	begin	to	explore	aspects	of	the	city	that	
are	more	difficult	to	access,	focusing	on	what	narratives	of	Montreal	conceal	or	leave	
unspoken.	Guest	speakers	will	include	David	Covo	and	Nancy	Dunton,	who	describe	secret	
architectural	spaces	of	the	McGill	campus,	and	buildings	within	the	city	of	Montreal	that	
share	the	same	architect.	In	this	second	week,	students	will	be	introduced	to	ways	of	
accessing	information	about	the	history	of	buildings	in	Montreal.		
	
By	the	third	week	of	term,	we	will	turn	our	attention	to	Montreal’s	history,	to	the	way	it	has	
been	and	continues	to	be	produced	and	managed.	Discussion	will	focus	in	particular	on	
contested	spaces,	including	the	McGill	campus.	We	will	look	at	the	film	Jesus	of	Montreal,	
along	with	secondary	materials	focussed	on	sacred	spaces.	For	week	five,	we	will	read	the	
novel,	The	Heart	Specialist,	by	Claire	Rothman.	Rothman	will	present	a	guest	lecture	on	how	
the	fictional	imagination	enabled	her	to	investigate	the	historical	figure	of	Maude	Abbott,	
one	of	Montreal's	first	female	doctors.		
	
In	Unit	two,	students	will	begin	work	on	their	own	investigative	project,	focusing	on	a	
particular	Montreal	building	or	architectural	site	in	relation	to	its	neighbourhood.	In	
addition	to	course	readings	from	cultural	studies	and	archival	sciences,	we	will	look	at	the	
Jonas	Company	Scrapbook	and	will	develop	a	business	history	of	the	Jonas	company,	
drawing	on	details	in	the	unpublished	sample	catalogue	(c.	1890).	In	this	unit,	guest	
speakers	will	include	Sherry	Olson	(Geography)	on	scrutinizing	stories	told	by	historical	
sources	and	material	culture	evidence.	



	

	 3	

	
In	Unit	three,	we	will	read	and	view	a	number	of	works	about	Montreal,	and	students	will	
use	digital	tools	introduced	earlier	in	the	course	to	create	a	visual	representation	of	the	
novel	or	film	they	select.	This	unit	will	include	Gabrielle	Roy’s	The	Tin	Flute	and	tracing	
walking	tours	of	the	borough	of	St.	Henri;	Mordecai	Richler’s	The	Apprenticeship	of	Duddy	
Kravitz,	along	with	secondary	materials	on	the	mapping	of	literary	spaces.	We	will	also	
watch	the	film	
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for	discovery,	and	apps	for	story-telling	(for	example,	Montréal	en	histoires).	Research	
methodologies	and	skills	introduced	
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29	March:	Viewing	Assignment:	Bon	Cop,	Bad	Cop.		
	
Reading	Assignment:	George	Melnyk,	“The	Imagined	City:	Toward	a	Theory	of	Urbanity	in	




